
 HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILLS FOR INSTRUCTION 
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KNOWLEDGE 
 

COMPREHENSION APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESIS EVALUATION 

   VERBS 
Collect 
Describe 
Identify 
List 
Show 
Tell 
Tabulate 
Define 
Examine 
Label 
Name 
Retell 
State 
Quote 
Enumerate 
Match 
Read 
Record 
Reproduce 
Copy 
Select 
 
 

     VERBS 
Associate 
Compare 
Distinguish 
Extend 
Interpret 
Predict 
Differentiate 
Contrast 
Describe 
Discuss 
Estimate 
Group 
Summarize 
Order 
Cite 
Convert 
Explain 
Paraphrase 
Restate 
Trace 

    VERBS 
Apply 
Classify 
Change 
Illustrate 
Solve 
Demonstrate 
Calculate 
Complete 
Solve 
Modify 
Show 
Experiment 
Relate 
Discover 
Act 
Administer 
Articulate 
Chart 
Collect 
Compute 
Construct 
Determine 
Develop 
Establish 
Prepare 
Produce 
Report 
Teach 
Transfer 
Use 
 

   VERBS 
Analyze 
Arrange 
Connect 
Divide 
Infer 
Separate 
Classify 
Compare 
Contrast 
Explain 
Select 
Order 
Breakdown 
Correlate 
Diagram 
Discriminate 
Focus 
Illustrate 
Infer 
Outline 
Prioritize 
Subdivide 
Points out 
 

VERBS 
Combine 
Compose 
Generalize 
Modify 
Invent 
Plan 
Substitute 
Create 
Formulate 
Integrate 
Rearrange 
Design 
Speculate 
Adapt 
Rewrite 
Adapt 
Anticipate 
Collaborate 
Compile 
Devise 
Express 
Facilitate 
Reinforce 
Structure 
Substitute 
Intervene 
Negotiate 
Reorganize 
Validate 
 

VERBS 
Assess 
Compare 
Decide 
Discriminate 
Measure 
Rank 
Test 
Convince 
Conclude 
Explain 
Grade 
Judge 
Summarize 
Support 
Appraise 
Criticize 
Defend 
Persuade 
Justify 
Reframe 
 

Examples 
Dates 
Events 
Places 
Vocabulary 
Key ideas 
5W’s 
 
Part of a 
   Diagram 
 

Examples 
Find meaning     
Transfer 
Interpret Facts 
Infer Cause 
Infer Effect 
Examples 

Examples 
Use information   in 
new situations 
 
Solve problems 
 

Examples 
Recognize and 
explain patterns 
 
Explain 
meanings 
 
See parts and 
wholes 

Examples 
Discuss “What if” 
situations 
 
Create new ideas 
 
Predict and draw 
Conclusions 

Examples 
Make 
recommendations 
 
Assess value 
 
Make choices 
 
Critique ideas 


